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Four Thought ‘Good and Clever’ 1 July 2020 

to scarcely believe sth 

to await sth anxiously 

the value of exams 

to do up your shoelaces 

pimpled anger 

first year on the job 

to lit a spark of rage 

with measured authority 

the exchange escalated 

to stand opposite sm 

to maintain calm authority 

in my ignorance 

to display total contempt 

filled with contradictions 

emotional drains / rewards 

to wind sm up 

the stakes are high 

to operate in a highly contested zone 

to make a value judgement 

not to confuse clever with nice 

to miss a nuance 

the measure the intellectual outcome 

to treat sth as a race 

a re-sit 

minor faults 

standards dropping 
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to become muddled about sth 

by extension 

by results 

to underline the inequalities 

a supposition 

to stare in black and white 

to feel a cultural shift 

have the collegiate identity 

good-natured 

to take sth in good heart 

have brimming self-belief 

be struck by the fragility of aspirations 

to turn sm off track 

a self-fulfilling prophecy 

to empower sm 

to shake off the ingrained patterns of class and privilege  

above all else 

to form an identity and capacity 

to grit your teeth 

to serve a faulty system 

to cojole 

performance tables 

to my shame 

to get sm through the hoops and hurdles 

be an empty gain 

the development of thought and understanding 

to punish disproportionately for results 
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to drive sm into a mechanistic assessment-focused style of teaching 

fee-paying parents 

to reinforce the alienation 

legitimate testing 

on results day 

giddy with delight 

from a tough background 

to doubt yourself at every turn 

the world falls apart 

to rank sm through results 

a rigged system 

a persistent educational gap between ... 

disadvantaged people 

interrelated problems 

to go back to basics 

to get performance-related pay 

to incentivise sm 

parents on board 

predicated on the idea of sorting 

the sense of self-worth 

holistic education 

a middle-class curriculum 

to give a blunt example 

the literary canon 

to test on sth 

a state-of-the-art theatre 

to compete on confidence 
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to validate sm 

to experience your own culture 

be of merit 

in dialogue with  

to happen in a vacuum 

be geared to one view 

 


